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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, IR 

SUBJ: JUNE 17 MIXED DAY OF NORMALITY AND QUIET PROTEST 
REF: TEHRAN 5721 AND 5768 (NOTAL) 

1 . CITY OF QOM WAS PRETTY WELL SHUT DOWN ACCORDING TO EYE 
WITNESS REPORTS JUNE 17 IN RESPONSE TO CALLS BY THREE AYA- 
TOLLAHS (REFTELS) FOR QUIET DAY OF MOURNINGIN REMEMBERANCE 
OF TWO YOUNG MEN KILLED IN AYATOLLAH SHARIATMADARI'S HOME 
MAY 10 AS WELL AS PEOPLE KILLED IN QOM RIOTING EARLY JANUARY. 

THERE WAS NO VIOLENCE, AND ONLY OCCASIONAL BUS LOADS OF 
POLICE SEEN SPREAD THINLY AROUND TOWN. 

2. CALL FOR SIMILAR ACTION WENT OUT TO SIX OTHER CITIES, 

INCLUDING TRADITIONALLY RELIGIOUS CENTERS OF ISFAHAN AND 
TABRIZ (MASHAD HAS GENERALLY GONE ITS SEPARATE WAY). ACCOR- 
DING TO CONSULATE ISFAHAN, CITY SHOWED FEW EXTERNAL SIGNS OF 
MOURNING JUNE 17 BUT BLACK MOURNINGCOLORS MORE IN EVIDENCE 
TODAY, JUNE 18. (IT IS POSSIBLE ISFAHAN GOT THE WORD TOO 
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LATE, OR FOR SOME REASON IS FOLLOWING DIFFERENT SCHEDULE). 
CONSULATE TABRIZ REPORTS THAT CENTRAL (BAZAAR) AREA OF THE CITY 
PRETTY WELL CLOSED DOWN JUNE 17 AND 18. CONSULATE SHIRAZ 
REPORTS ONLY PARTIAL CLOSURES AND CITY FAIRLY NORMAL JUNE 17 
AND 18. TEHRAN ITSELF WAS GENERALLY NORMAL JUNE 17 WITH 
ABOUT HALF THE SHOPS IN BAZAAR CLOSED BUT LITTLE OTHER EVI- 
DENCE THAT PROTEST HEEDED. 
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3. LOCAL WIRE SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE INTERVIEWED AYATOLLAH 
SHARIATMADARI WHO EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH DAY OF MOURNING 
IN QOM AND SAID HE HOPPED THAT 40-DAY CYCLE WOULD NOW END. HE 
ALSO TOLD INTERVIEWER THAT GOI HAS APPROACHED RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS TO NEGOTIATE SITUATION AND THIS IS WELCOME, BUT 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS CANNOT MAKE DEALS THIS WAY. RATHER, SHARI- 
ATMADARI SAID IN INTERVIEW ATTENDED BY MANY OF HIS FOLLOWERS, 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY WILL WAIT TO SEE WHAT CHANGES GOI MAKES 
TO MEET ITS DEMANDS. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, SHARIATMADARI EXPRESSED A 
DEGREE OF SATISFACTION FROM WHAT HE HEARS ABOUT NEW CHIEF 
OF SAVAK, BUT THOUGHT WIDE-RANGING CHANGES ARE REQUIRED IN 
SAVAK ORGANIZATION AND THE PEOPLE WOULD WAIT TO SEE IF THESE 
WERE FORTHCOMING. SAVAK STICKS ITS NOSE INTO EVERYBODY'S 
BUSINESS AND THIS SHOULD BE CHANGED, SHARIATMADARI REPORTEDLY 
SAID. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER QUESTIONS, SHARIATMADARI ADDED 
THAT HIS PEOPLE DESIRE ENFORCEMENT OF THE IRANIAN CONSTITUTION. 
HE REFUSED TO BE DRAWN OUT FURTHER. HE DID SAY HE WAS WAITING 
TO SEE FREE ELECTIONS (PRESUMABLY TO THE PARLIAMENT, WHICH 
ARE SCHEDULED FOR LATE 1979, BUT ARE ALREADY BEGINNING TO 
ATTRACT POPULAR ATTENTION). 
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6. FINALLY, SHARIATMADARI REVEALED HE HAD RECEIVED A LETTER 
FROM IRANIAN STUDENTS IN U.S. WHICH ALLEGED IRAN HAD AGREED 
THAT AUSTRIA MIGHT BURY ITS ATOMIC WASTE IN IRAN'S DESERT. 
SHARIATMADARI ADMITTED HE KNEW LITTLE ABOUT THE TECHNICAL 
ASPECTS BUT SAID HE WAS INVESTIGATING. HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT 
THE EFFECT THIS MIGHT HAVE ON THE HEALTH OF THE PEOPLE LIVING 
IN THE DESERT. (COMMENT: ISSUE HAS SURFACED ONCE OR TWICE 

IN IRANIAN PRESS THOUGH, AS ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE, THERE HAS 
BEEN NO IRAN -AUSTRIAN AGREEMENT ON THIS QUESTION YET. IT IS 
INTERESTING THAT STUDENT OPPOSITION MOVEMENT IN U.S. HAS PICKED 
UP THIS SUBJECT FOR EXPLOITATION.) 
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